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Fun Home

A Family Tragicomic Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
A memoir  done in the form of  a graphic novel  by a cult  favorite comic artist  offers a darkly funny
family portrait that details her relationship with her father--a funeral home director, high school
English teacher, and closeted homosexual.

Fun Home

A Family Tragicomic HarperCollins
In this groundbreaking, bestselling graphic memoir, Alison Bechdel charts her fraught relationship
with her late father. In her hands, personal history becomes a work of amazing subtlety and power,
written with controlled force and enlivened with humor, rich literary allusion, and heartbreaking
detail. Distant and exacting, Bruce Bechdel was an English teacher and director of the town funeral
home, which Alison and her family referred to as the "Fun Home." It was not until college that Alison,
who had recently come out as a lesbian, discovered that her father was also gay. A few weeks after
this revelation, he was dead, leaving a legacy of mystery for his daughter to resolve.

Fun Home

A Family Tragicomic Random House
DISCOVER the BESTSELLING GRAPHIC MEMOIR behind the 2019 Olivier Award nominated musical. 'A
sapphic  graphic  treat'  The  Times  A  moving  and  darkly  humorous  family  tale,  pitch-perfectly
illustrated with Alison Bechdel's gothic drawings. If you liked Marjane Satrapi's Persepolis you'll love
this.  Meet Alison's father,  a historic preservation expert  and obsessive restorer of  the family's
Victorian home, a third-generation funeral home director, a high-school English teacher, an icily
distant parent, and a closeted homosexual who, as it turns out, is involved with his male students
and the family babysitter. When Alison comes out as homosexual herself in late adolescence, the
denouement is swift, graphic, and redemptive. Interweaving between childhood memories, college
life and present day, and through narrative that is equally heartbreaking and fiercely funny, Alison
looks back on her complex relationship with her father and finds they had more in common than she
ever knew. 'A groundbreaking masterpiece' The Independent 'A finely woven blend of yearning and
euphoric fantasy' Evening Standard **ONE OF THE GUARDIAN'S 100 BEST BOOKS OF THE 21st
CENTURY**

Are You My Mother?

A Comic Drama Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
The  New York  Times–bestselling  graphic  memoir  about  Alison  Bechdel,  author  of  Fun  Home,
becoming the artist her mother wanted to be. Alison Bechdel’s Fun Home was a pop culture and
literary  phenomenon.  Now,  a  second  thrilling  tale  of  filial  sleuthery,  this  time  about  her  mother:
voracious reader, music lover, passionate amateur actor. Also a woman, unhappily married to a
closeted  gay  man,  whose  artistic  aspirations  simmered  under  the  surface  of  Bechdel's
childhood…and who stopped touching or kissing her daughter good night, forever, when she was
seven. Poignantly, hilariously, Bechdel embarks on a quest for answers concerning the mother-
daughter gulf. It's a richly layered search that leads readers from the fascinating life and work of the
iconic twentieth-century psychoanalyst Donald Winnicott, to one explosively illuminating Dr. Seuss
illustration, to Bechdel’s own (serially monogamous) adult love life. And, finally, back to Mother—to a
truce, fragile and real-time, that will move and astonish all adult children of gifted mothers. A New
York Times, USA Today, Time, Slate, and Barnes & Noble Best Book of the Year “As complicated,
brainy,  inventive  and  satisfying  as  the  finest  prose  memoirs.”—New  York  Times  Book  Review  “A
work of the most humane kind of genius, bravely going right to the heart of things: why we are who
we  are.  It's  also  incredibly  funny.  And  visually  stunning.  And  page-turningly  addictive.  And
heartbreaking.”—Jonathan Safran Foer “Many of us are living out the unlived lives of our mothers.
Alison Bechdel has written a graphic novel about this; sort of like a comic book by Virginia Woolf.
You won't believe it until you read it—and you must!”—Gloria Steinem

Approaches to Teaching Bechdel’s Fun Home Modern Language Association
Alison Bechdel’s Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic has quickly joined the ranks of celebrated literary
graphic novels. Set in part at a family-run funeral home, the book explores Alison’s complicated
relationship with her father, a closeted gay man. Amid the tensions of her home life, Alison discovers
her own lesbian sexuality and her talent for drawing. The coming-of-age story and graphic format
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appeal to students. However, the book’s nonlinear structure; intertextuality with modernist novels,
Greek myths, and other works; and frank representations of sexuality and death present challenges
in  the  classroom.  This  volume  offers  strategies  for  teaching  Fun  Home  in  a  variety  of  courses,
including literature, women’s and gender studies, art, and education. Part 1, “Materials,â€ outlines
the  text’s  literary,  historical,  and  theoretical  allusions.  The  essays  of  part  2,  “Approaches,â€
emphasize  the  work’s  genres,  including  autobiography  and  graphic  narrative,  as  well  as  its
psychological dimensions, including trauma, disability, and queer identity. The essays give options
for reading Fun Home along with Bechdel’s letters and drafts; her long-running comic strip, Dykes to
Watch Out For; the Broadway musical adaptation of the book; and other stories of LGBTQ lives.

Intertextuality in Alison Bechdel's "Fun Home"
Seminar  paper  from the  year  2018 in  the  subject  Literature  -  Modern  Literature,  grade:  3,0,
University of Erfurt, course: Literature in images: Graphic Novels, language: English, abstract: A lot
of graphic novels work with Intertextuality, because as a visual medium they can represent or quote
another text even better than a normal novel. Alison Bechdel's Fun Home is a prime example of
those graphic novels that use intertextuality. Her memoir is full of pop culture and book references.
My thesis is that the literary works and stories she has woven into her story mirror her own story and
exist to further illustrate her struggles coming of age.

Fun Home Samuel French, Incorporated
"Based on the graphic novel by Alison Bechdel."

The Essential Dykes to Watch Out for Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Brings together a new collection of cartoons recounting the lives and loves of a diverse group of
lesbian friends.

A Little in Love With Everyone
Literary Nonfiction. Growing up queer in the deep South, Genevieve Hudson longed for stories about
lives like her own. So she turned to Alison Bechdel's groundbreaking graphic memoir, FUN HOME. In
its panels, she found sly references to Bechdel's personal influences. A Little in Love with Everyone
is Hudson's journey down a rabbit hole of queer heroes like Audre Lorde, Eileen Myles, and Adrienne
Rich, who turned their stories into art and empowered future generations to embrace their own
truths. This book is part of a new series from Fiction Advocate called Afterwords.

The Comics of Alison Bechdel

From the Outside In Univ. Press of Mississippi
Contributions by Michelle Ann Abate, Leah Anderst, Alissa S. Bourbonnais, Tyler Bradway, Natalja
Chestopalova, Margaret Galvan, Judith Kegan Gardiner, Katie Hogan, Jonathan M. Hollister, Yetta
Howard, Katherine Kelp-Stebbins, Don L. Latham, Vanessa Lauber, Katherine Parker-Hay, Anne N.
Thalheimer, Janine Utell, and Susan R. Van Dyne Alison Bechdel is both a driver and beneficiary of
the welcoming of comics into the mainstream. Indeed, the seemingly simple binary of outside/inside
seems perpetually troubled throughout the career of this important comics artist, known for Fun
Home,  Are  You My Mother?,  and Dykes  to  Watch Out  For.  This  volume extends  the  body of
scholarship  on her  work  from a range of  interdisciplinary  perspectives.  In  a  definitive  collection of
original essays, scholars cover the span of Bechdel’s career, placing her groundbreaking early work
within the context of her more well-known recent projects. The contributors provide new insights on
major themes in Bechdel’s work, such as gender performativity, masculinity, lesbian politics and
representation, trauma, life writing, and queer theory. Situating Bechdel among other comics artists,
this  book  charts  possible  influences  on  her  work,  probes  the  experimental  traits  of  her  comics  in
their representations of kinship and trauma, combs archival materials to gain insight into Bechdel’s
creative process, and analyzes her work in community building and space making through the
comics form. Ultimately, the volume shows that Bechdel’s work consists of performing a series of
selves—serializing the self, as it were—each constructed and refracted across and within her chosen
artistic modes and genres.

A Blind Man Can See How Much I Love You

Stories Vintage
Amy Bloom was nominated for a National Book Award for her first collection, Come to Me, and her
fiction  has  appeared  in  The  New  Yorker,  Story,  Antaeus,  and  other  magazines,  and  in  The  Best
American Short Stories and Prize Stories: The O. Henry Awards. In her new collection, she enhances
her reputation as a true artist of the form. Here are characters confronted with tragedy, perplexed
by emotions, and challenged to endure whatever modern life may have in store. A loving mother
accompanies her daughter in her journey to become a man, and discovers a new, hopeful love. A
stepmother and stepson meet again after fifteen years and a devastating mistake,  and rediscover
their  familial  affection  for  each  other.  And  in  "The  Story,"  a  widow  bent  on  seducing  another
woman's husband constructs and deconstructs her story until she has "made the best and happiest
ending" possible "in this world."

The Cheese Monkeys Simon and Schuster
'Show me something I've never seen before and will never be able to forget - if you can do that, you
can do anything.' It's 1957, long before computers have replaced the trained eye and skilful hand.
Our narrator at State University is determined to major in Art, and after several risible false starts,
he accidentally ends up in a new class: 'Introduction to Graphic Design'. His teacher is the enigmatic
Winter Sorbeck, equal parts genius, seducer and sadist. Sorbeck is a bitter yet fascinating man
whose assignments hurl his charges through a gauntlet of humiliation and heartache, shame and
triumph,  ego-bashing  and  enlightenment.  Along  the  way,  friendships  are  made  and  undone,
jealousies simmer, and the sexual tango weaves and dips. By the end of their 'Introduction to
Graphic Design', Sorbeck's students will never see the world in the same way again. And, with Chip
Kidd's insights into the secrets of graphic design, neither will you.

A Graphic Memoir. The Perception of Authenticity in Alison Bechdel’s "Fun Home" GRIN
Verlag
Research Paper (undergraduate) from the year 2018 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 1,0, University of Erfurt (Philosopische Fakultät), course: Literature in Images: Graphic Novels,
language: English, abstract: This work analyzes the perception of authencity in "Fun Home". Alison
Bechdel’s "Fun Home" from 2007 is a graphic memoir that tries to create a sense of truthfulness to
the  reality  of  the  author’s  memories  by  employing  various  means.  This  paper  examines  the
techniques Bechdel uses for the creation of what may look for the reader like authenticity. By using
for example Philippe Lejeune’s autobiographical pact the text closely analyzes the presentation of
text and image concerning the protagonist Alison and the narrating voice as well as the role of

photographs in the text. By investigating the protagonists self-portrayal through text and images
this paper tries to point out the successfulness of appearing truth of the story as well as distinguish
in which instance a disruption of before identified means in form of fictionalization can be found in
the text and how this influences the perception of its authenticity. The second part of the paper then
focuses on photography as another means to invoke a perception of truthfulness in the text with
special attention to photography as means of memory and truth, based on theories by Roland
Barthes  and  Marianne  Hirsch  as  well  as  its  possible  fictionalization  through  the  confines  of  the
graphic  novel  genre  and  its  significance  in  relation  to  the  text’s  authenticity.

2.5 Minute Ride and 101 Humiliating Stories Theatre Communications Group
This book collects Lisa Kron's two extraordinary solo performance works. Best known for her ongoing
work as a member of The Five Lesbian Brothers, Kron's solo pieces are very personal examinations
of both herself and her family history. This is singularly clear in 2.5 Minute Ride, where her writing
deftly maneuvers between the tragic drama of the Holocaust and the wry comedy of her family's
attempts to pursue pleasure at the local amusement park. This critically acclaimed work played to
sold out audience for over six months at New York's Public Theatre. Also included is the riotous 101
Humiliating Stories, which first premiered in 1993, and in fact only consists of seventeen tales but
each,  as  the  author  observes,  has  several  humiliations.  It  recounts  the  adventures  and
misadventures of a self-described Big Lesbian as she tests the boundaries of decorum in social and
professional situations.

Perspective! for Comic Book Artists

How to Achieve a Professional Look in Your Artwork Watson-Guptill Publications
Teaches  comic  book  artists  about  artistic  perspective,  covering  one,  two,  and  three-point
perspective, using circles, drawing the human figure, and explaining the horizon and vanishing point

The Best American Comics 2011 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Features excerpts from graphic novels, newspapers, webcomics, and other sources and features
work by up-and-coming contributors as well as such established artists as Joe Sacco, Jeff Smith, and
Dash Shaw.

Beyond Binary

Genderqueer and Sexually Fluid Speculative Fiction Lethe Press
Speculative fiction is the literature of questions, of challenges and imagination, and what better to
question than the ways in which gender and sexuality have been rigidly defined, partitioned off, put
in little boxes? These seventeen stories explore the ways in which identity can go beyond binary
from space colonies to small college towns, from angels to androids, and from a magical past to
other worlds entirely, the authors in this collection have brought to life wonderful tales starring
people  who  proudly  define  (and  redefine)  their  own  genders,  sexualities,  identities,  and  so  much
else in between.

The Fate of the Artist, Collector's Edition Macmillan
Publisher Description

Dramatic Intertextuality in Alison Bechdel’s "Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic": Exploring
Gender and Sexuality Through Shakespeare and Wilde
This thesis will examine how Alison Bechdels 2006 graphic memoir "Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic"
uses references to William Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde and their works to explore Bechdels and her
fathers sexual identities and gender identities. First, I  will  argue that Bechdels use of dramatic
intertextuality is often ignored in favour of her use of modernist canonical fiction. Then I will proceed
to explain why dramatic intertextuality is important for the graphic narrative and for Fun Home in
particular.  Afterwards,  I  will  specifically  focus  on  the  dramatic  intertextual  references  to
Shakespeare and Wilde. I will argue that Bechdel explores her own gender identity by indirectly
referencing Shakespeares use of theatrical transvestitism. Then I will argue that she explores her
fathers sexuality by comparing him to Oscar Wilde and the homosexual archetypes he used in his
plays. I  will  conclude my thesis with a discussion on how Bechdel employs indirect and direct
dramatic intertextual references and what these references convey about her gender identity and
her fathers sexual identity.

A Graphic Memoir. The Perception of Authenticity in Alison Bechdel's "Fun Home"
Research Paper (undergraduate) from the year 2018 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 1,0, University of Erfurt (Philosopische Fakultät), course: Literature in Images: Graphic Novels,
language: English, abstract: This work analyzes the perception of authencity in "Fun Home". Alison
Bechdel's "Fun Home" from 2007 is a graphic memoir that tries to create a sense of truthfulness to
the  reality  of  the  author's  memories  by  employing  various  means.  This  paper  examines  the
techniques Bechdel uses for the creation of what may look for the reader like authenticity. By using
for example Philippe Lejeune's autobiographical pact the text closely analyzes the presentation of
text and image concerning the protagonist Alison and the narrating voice as well as the role of
photographs in the text. By investigating the protagonists self-portrayal through text and images
this paper tries to point out the successfulness of appearing truth of the story as well as distinguish
in which instance a disruption of before identified means in form of fictionalization can be found in
the text and how this influences the perception of its authenticity. The second part of the paper then
focuses on photography as another means to invoke a perception of truthfulness in the text with
special attention to photography as means of memory and truth, based on theories by Roland
Barthes  and  Marianne  Hirsch  as  well  as  its  possible  fictionalization  through  the  confines  of  the
graphic  novel  genre  and  its  significance  in  relation  to  the  text's  authenticity.

Dykes to Watch Out for
Grin,  giggle,  and  guffaw  your  way  through  this  celebrated  cartoonist's  graphic  commentary  of
contemporary  lesbian  life.

Flying University of Illinois Press
"The crew's anxieties come to a head when they have a wild party down route in Manhattan. The
repercussions of that night haunt the journey home until they can be contained no further."--BOOK
JACKET.

All Down Darkness Wide

A Memoir Penguin
By turns devastating and soaring, an ambitious memoir debut from one of Irish literature’s rising



Alison Bechdel Fun Home 3

3

stars, Seán Hewitt When Seán Hewitt meets Elias, the two fall headlong into a love story. But as
Elias  struggles  with  severe  mental  illness,  they  soon  come face-to-face  with  crisis.  All  Down
Darkness Wide is a perceptive and unflinching meditation on the burden of living in a world that too
often sets happiness and queer life at odds, and a tender and honest portrayal of what it’s like to be
caught in the undertow of a loved one’s deep depression. As lives are made and unmade, this
memoir asks what love can endure and what it cannot. Delving into his own history, enlisting the
ghosts  of  queer  figures  before  him,  Hewitt  plumbs  the  darkness  in  search  of  answers.  From  a
nineteenth-century cemetery in Liverpool to a sacred grotto in the Pyrenees, it is a journey of lonely
discovery followed by the light of community. Haunted by the rites of Catholicism and spectres of
shame, it is nevertheless marked by an insistent search for beauty. Hewitt captures transcendent
moments in nature with exquisite lyricism, honours the power of reciprocated desire and provides a
master class in the incredible force of  unsparing specificity.  All  Down Darkness Wide illuminates a
path ahead for queer literature and for the literature of heartbreak, striking a piercing and resonant
chord for all who trace Hewitt’s dauntless footsteps.

The Five Lesbian Brothers

Four Plays Theatre Communications Grou
This queer quartet boldly goes where no man has gone before.

Finding Neverland Songbook

The Story of How Peter Became Pan Hal Leonard Corporation
(Vocal  Selections).  Inspired  by  the  Academy  Award  -winning  film  of  the  same  name,  Finding
Neverland has been brought to life on stage with music and lyrics by Gary Barlow and Eliot Kennedy
and a book by James Graham. This songbook presents 20 selections from the show arranged for
voice and piano with chord symbols: All of London Is Here Tonight * Believe * Circus of Your Mind * If
the World Turned Upside Down * Live by the Hook * Neverland * The Pirates of Kensington *
Something About This Night * Sylvia's Lullaby * We Own the Night * We're All Made of Stars * When
Your Feet Don't Touch the Ground * and more. This folio also includes pages of full-color scenes from
the original Broadway production.

This One Summer First Second
A 2015 Caldecott Honor Book A 2015 Michael L. Printz Honor Book Every summer, Rose goes with
her mom and dad to a lake house in Awago Beach. It's their getaway, their refuge. Rosie's friend
Windy is always there, too, like the little sister she never had. But this summer is different. Rose's
mom and  dad  won't  stop  fighting,  and  when  Rose  and  Windy  seek  a  distraction  from  the  drama,
they  find  themselves  with  a  whole  new set  of  problems.  One  of  the  local  teens  -  just  a  couple  of
years older than Rose and Windy - is caught up in something bad... Something life threatening. It's a
summer of secrets, and sorrow, and growing up, and it's a good thing Rose and Windy have each
other. This One Summer is a tremendously exciting new teen graphic novel from two creators with
true literary clout. Cousins Mariko and Jillian Tamaki, the team behind Skim, have collaborated on
this gorgeous, heartbreaking, and ultimately hopeful story about a girl on the cusp of childhood - a
story of renewal and revelation. This title has Common Core connections.

Happy Death Vintage
In his first novel, A Happy Death, written when he was in his early twenties and retrieved from his
private papers following his death in I960, Albert Camus laid the foundation for The Stranger,
focusing in both works on an Algerian clerk who kills a man in cold blood. But he also revealed
himself to an extent that he never would in his later fiction. For if A Happy Death is the study of a
rule-bound being shattering the fetters of his existence, it is also a remarkably candid portrait of its
author as a young man. As the novel follows the protagonist, Patrice Mersault, to his victim's house -
-  and  then,  fleeing,  in  a  journey  that  takes  him  through  stages  of  exile,  hedonism,  privation,  and
death -it gives us a glimpse into the imagination of one of the great writers of the twentieth century.
For here is the young Camus himself, in love with the sea and sun, enraptured by women yet
disdainful of romantic love, and already formulating the philosophy of action and moral responsibility
that would make him central to the thought of our time. Translated from the French by Richard
Howard

Fun home

Una familia tragicómica RESERVOIR BOOKS
Un relato tragicómico en formato de memorias de la vida de una familia americana. En 2006
Houghton  Mifflin  publicó  sus  memorias  gráficas,  Fun  Home:  Una  tragicomedia  familiar,  el  exitoso
relato de maduración que se ha calificado como «proeza de retrato familiar» y un «raro y original
ejemplo  del  porqué  las  novelas  gráficas  han  ocupado  la  conversación  sobre  la  Literatura
Americana.» Fun Home está nominado al premio National Book Critics Circle de 2007. El padre de
Alison, la protagonista (y autora del libro), es profesor de inglés, y tiene como hobby coleccionar
antigüedades y la restauración, así que aplica su hobby a restaurar su casa victoriana, que es a la
vez  una  funeraria.  Es  un  padre  distante  que  nunca  ha  hecho  pública  su  inclinación  sexual,
claramente homosexual. A través de esta narrativa visual, que es a la vez cómica y desoladora, nos
acercamos a los complejos de Alison, que lucha en soledad por encontrar su lugar. ** Una familia
tragicómica ha sido seleccionado como uno de los 100 mejores libros del año por The New York
Times. «Una autora esencial que toda biblioteca de diversidad debe incluir.» Nieves Gascón, 20
Minutos

The Secret to Superhuman Strength Houghton Mifflin
From the author of Fun Home, a profoundly affecting graphic memoir of Bechdel's lifelong love affair
with  exercise,  set  against  a  hilarious  chronicle  of  fitness  fads  in  our  times  Comics  and  cultural
superstar  Alison Bechdel  delivers  a  deeply layered story of  her  fascination,  from childhood to
adulthood,  with  every  fitness  craze  to  come  down  the  pike:  from  Jack  LaLanne  in  the  60s
("Outlandish jumpsuit! Cantaloupe-sized guns!") to the existential oddness of present-day spin class.
Readers will see their athletic or semi-active pasts flash before their eyes through an ever-evolving
panoply of running shoes, bicycles, skis, and sundry other gear. But the more Bechdel tries to
improve herself, the more her self appears to be the thing in her way. She turns for enlightenment
to  Eastern  philosophers  and  literary  figures,  including  Beat  writer  Jack  Kerouac,  whose  search  for
self-transcendence in the great outdoors appears in moving conversation with the author's own. This
gifted artist and not-getting-any-younger exerciser comes to a soulful conclusion. The secret to
superhuman strength lies not in six-pack abs, but in something much less clearly defined: facing her
own  non-transcendent  but  all-important  interdependence  with  others.  A  heartrendingly  comic
chronicle for our times.

If I Survive You MCD
"If I Survive You is a collection of connected short stories that reads like a novel, that reads like real
life, that reads like fiction written at the highest level. This is a compelling hurricane of a book that
sweeps the past, present and future together into one inextricable knot. This is where Jonathan
Escoffery's  career  begins.  There  are  no  limits  to  where  he  will  go."  —Ann  Patchett,  author  of  The
Dutch House A major debut, blazing with style and heart, that follows a Jamaican family striving for
more  in  Miami,  and  introduces  a  generational  storyteller.  In  the  1970s,  Topper  and  Sanya  flee  to
Miami as political violence consumes their native Kingston. But America, as the couple and their two
children learn, is far from the promised land. Excluded from society as Black immigrants, the family
pushes on first through Hurricane Andrew and later the 2008 recession, living in a house so cursed
that the pet fish launches itself out of its own tank rather than stay. But even as things fall apart, the
family remains motivated, often to its own detriment, by what their younger son, Trelawny, calls
“the exquisite, racking compulsion to survive.” Masterfully constructed with heart and humor, the
linked stories in Jonathan Escoffery’s If I Survive You center on Trelawny as he struggles to carve out
a  place  for  himself  amid  financial  disaster,  racism,  and  flat-out  bad  luck.  After  a  fight  with
Topper—himself reckoning with his failures as a parent and his longing for Jamaica—Trelawny claws
his way out of homelessness through a series of odd, often hilarious jobs. Meanwhile, his brother,
Delano, attempts a disastrous cash grab to get his kids back, and his cousin, Cukie, looks for a father
who doesn’t want to be found. As each character searches for a foothold, they never forget the
profound danger of climbing without a safety net. Pulsing with vibrant lyricism and inimitable style,
sly commentary and contagious laughter, Escoffery’s debut unravels what it means to be in between
homes and cultures in a world at the mercy of capitalism and white supremacy. With If I Survive You,
Escoffery  announces  himself  as  a  prodigious  storyteller  in  a  class  of  his  own,  a  chronicler  of
American  life  at  its  most  gruesome  and  hopeful.

Stitches

A Memoir McClelland & Stewart
A Publishers Weekly Top Ten Best Book of the Year An Amazon.com Top Ten Best Book of 2009 A
Washington Post Book World’s Ten Best Book of the Year A California Literary Review Best Book of
2009 An L.A. Times Top 25 Non-Fiction Book of 2009 An NPR Best Book of the Year, Best Memoir
With this stunning graphic memoir, David Small takes readers on an unforgettable journey into the
dark heart of his tumultuous childhood in 1950s Detroit, in a coming-of-age tale like no other. At the
age of fourteen, David awoke from a supposedly harmless operation to discover his throat had been
slashed and one of his vocal chords removed, leaving him a virtual mute. No one had told him that
he had cancer and was expected to die. The resulting silence was in keeping with the atmosphere of
secrecy and repressed frustration that pervaded the Small household and revealed itself in the
slamming of cupboard doors, the thumping of a punching bag, the beating of a drum. Believing that
they were doing their best, David’s parents did just the reverse. David’s mother held the family
emotionally hostage with her furious withdrawals, even as she kept her emotions hidden — including
from herself. His father, rarely present, was a radiologist, and although David grew up looking at X-
rays and drawing on X-ray paper, it would be years before he discovered the shocking consequences
of his father’s faith in science. A work of great bravery and humanity, Stitches is a gripping and
ultimately redemptive story of a man’s struggle to understand the past and reclaim his voice.

On Agate Hill

A Novel Algonquin Books
A dusty box discovered in the wreckage of a once prosperous plantation on Agate Hill in North
Carolina contains the remnants of an extraordinary life: diaries, letters, poems, songs, newspaper
clippings, court records, marbles, rocks, dolls, and bones. It's through these treasured mementos
that we meet Molly Petree. Raised in those ruins and orphaned by the Civil War, Molly is a refugee
who has no interest in self-pity. When a mysterious benefactor appears out her father's past to
rescue her, she never looks back. Spanning half a century, On Agate Hill follows Molly’s passionate,
picaresque journey through love, betrayal, motherhood, a murder trial—and back home to Agate Hill
under circumstances she never could have imagined.

A Little Gay History of Wales University of Wales Press
A Little Gay History of Wales tells the compelling story of Welsh LGBT life from the Middle Ages to
the present day. Drawing on a rich array of archival sources from across Britain, together with oral
testimony  and  material  culture,  this  pioneering  study  is  the  first  to  examine  the  experiences  of
ordinary LGBT men and women, and how they embarked on coming out, coming together and
changing the world. This is the story of poets who wrote about same-sex love and translators who
worked to create a language to describe it; activists who campaigned for equality and politicians
who created the legislation providing it; teenagers ringing advice lines for guidance on coming out,
and revellers in the pioneering bars and clubs on a Friday and Saturday night. It is also a study of
prejudice and of intolerance, of emigration and isolation, of HIV/AIDS and Section 28 – all features of
the complex historical reality of LGBT life and same-sex desire. Engaging and accessible, absorbing
and perceptive, this book is an important advance in our understanding of Welsh history.

Razzle Dazzle

The Battle for Broadway Simon and Schuster
"A revered and provocative theater observer presents a grand history of the producers, directors,
actors, and critics battling for creative and financial control of Broadway"--Front jacket flap.

The Divine Ryans Vintage Books Canada
Young Draper Doyle Ryan grows up in St. John's, Newfoundland, a Monteal Canadiens fan who hates
choir, boxing practice and the obligatory visits to the Ryan family funeral parlour. With the help of
his Uncle Reginald's hilarious talk therapey--"oralysis"--Draper Doyle tries to come to terms with the
death of his beloved father as he struggles, in touching, comic fashion with budding adolescence
and the strange demands of his proudly eccentric family.

Blankets
First UK publication for this modern classic 'Moving, tender, beautifully drawn, painfully honest and
probably the most important graphic novel since Jimmy Corrigan.' NEIL GAIMAN 'Blankets is a classic
in every genre it touches.' STEPHEN CHBOSKY, author of The Perks of Being a Wallflower 'One of the
greatest love stories ever written and surely the best ever drawn.' JOSS WHEDON Wrapped in the
snowfall of a blustery Midwestern winter, Blankets is the tale of two brothers growing up in rural
isolation, and of the budding romance between two young lovers. A tale of security and discovery, of
playfulness and tragedy, of a fall from grace and the origins of faith, Blankets is a profound and
utterly beautiful work.
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As the Crow Flies Iron Circus Comics
A  black  teenage  lesbian  finds  herself  stranded  in  a  dangerous  and  unfamiliar  place:  an  all-white
Christian youth backpacking camp.

Fun Home

A Family Tragicomic
In this groundbreaking, bestselling graphic memoir, Alison Bechdel charts her fraught relationship
with her late father. In her hands, personal history becomes a work of amazing subtlety and power,
written with controlled force and enlivened with humor, rich literary allusion, and heartbreaking
detail. Distant and exacting, Bruce Bechdel was an English teacher and director of the town funeral
home, which Alison and her family referred to as the "Fun Home." It was not until college that Alison,
who had recently come out as a lesbian, discovered that her father was also gay. A few weeks after
this revelation, he was dead, leaving a legacy of mystery for his daughter to resolve.

House of Bush, House of Saud

The Secret Relationship Between the World's Two Most Powerful Dynasties  Simon and
Schuster
Newsbreaking and controversial -- an award-winning investigative journalist uncovers the thirty-year

relationship between the Bush family and the House of Saud and explains its impact on American
foreign policy, business, and national security. House of Bush, House of Saud begins with a politically
explosive question: How is it that two days after 9/11, when U.S. air traffic was tightly restricted, 140
Saudis, many immediate kin to Osama Bin Laden, were permitted to leave the country without being
questioned by U.S. intelligence? The answer lies in a hidden relationship that began in the 1970s,
when the oil-rich House of Saud began courting American politicians in a bid for military protection,
influence, and investment opportunity. With the Bush family, the Saudis hit a gusher -- direct access
to presidents Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and George W. Bush. To trace the amazing weave of Saud-
Bush  connections,  Unger  interviewed three  former  directors  of  the  CIA,  top  Saudi  and  Israeli
intelligence  officials,  and  more  than  one  hundred  other  sources.  His  access  to  major  players  is
unparalleled and often exclusive -- including executives at the Carlyle Group, the giant investment
firm where the House of Bush and the House of Saud each has a major stake. Like Bob Woodward's
The Veil, Unger's House of Bush, House of Saud features unprecedented reportage; like Michael
Moore's  Dude,  Where's  My  Country?  Unger's  book  offers  a  political  counter-narrative  to  official
explanations;  this  deeply sourced account has already been cited by Senators Hillary Rodham
Clinton and Charles Schumer, and sets 9/11, the two Gulf Wars, and the ongoing Middle East crisis in
a  new context:  What  really  happened  when  America's  most  powerful  political  family  became
seduced by its Saudi counterparts?

Intertextuality and Forging Identity in Alison Bechdel's Fun Home: a Family Tragicomic


