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much about the imaginative landscapes
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"real" subjects captured within their
frames. Ryan considers the role of
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domestication of foreign landscapes, in
imperial warfare, in the survey and

classification of "racial types," in
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Focusing on the role of photography, this
wide-ranging book explores the
aesthetics of empire. The development
of photography in the Victorian era
coincided with the dramatic expansion of
the British Empire. Photography assisted
in the exploration, surveying and
mapping of territory and the
representation of imperial landscapes.
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articulating the ideologies of imperialism
driving British exploration and
colonization.

Picturing Empire : James R. Ryan :
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The twelve scholarly essays that make
up Picturing Place: Photography and the
Geographical Imagination underscore
the vast intellectual distance traveled
from William Henry Fox Talbot’s 1844
assertion that his invention was the
“pencil of nature.” Nor is the medium
conceived of here as the “bastard of
science left on the doorstep of art,” to
borrow a phrase from curator Peter
Galassi.
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Abstract. This essay investigates the
conditions of portrait photography in
Taiwan during Japanese colonization.
After a brief introduction to the
theoretical issues concerning the
indexical nature of the photograph, I
consider the Japanese colonial
photographic industry and its products
(portraits) in three contexts: the state of
photographic technology in the world at
that time, the ideological machinery of
colonization in Taiwan, and the wider
phenomenon of colonial mimicry.


