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The viewer is constantly reminded of the motto carpe diem. Is Neil's interpretation of these words
correct or not?
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Dead Poet Study Guide Questions Dead Poet Study Guide Questions Dead Poet's Society -
ESLnotes.com The boys discover "the dead Poet's Society," founded by Mr Keating when he had
been a student They decide to reconvene this club Mr Keating was a hell raiser A "hell raiser" is a
person who causes a lot of trouble and commotion The administration
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(a.) What do you consider to be Dead Poets Society‘s central theme? Explain with examples in a
well-developed paragraph of at least 200 words. IV. Miscellaneous Questions: (a.) Would Neil still
have committed suicide if Mr. Keating had never come into his life? Consider multiple perspectives
here as you draft your group response. (b.)
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However, it’s interesting to note that the Dead Poets Society novelization fits in with the decade-
long “wave” of novelizations and other movie tie-ins. Throughout the 1980s, film studios invested
more money in marketing movie tie-ins, from board games to toys to books. To the extent that
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Trivia. Sounds hot: the first set that was built for Dead Poets Society got burned to the ground. On
purpose.(Dustin Hoffman was briefly in talks to play Mr. Keating…and to direct the film. (Up for
grabs: Bill Murray and Liam Neeson were also briefly considered for the role. (Ethan Hawke credits
the film for teaching him how to act.
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Students resurrect a club from the school's past called the dead poets society, where they meet in a
cave to read poetry and have deep discussions. The students' newfound independence leads them

to conflict with their parents and the school administration, ultimately leading to the suicide of one
student and the firing of the teacher.
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Questions to Guide Your Viewing: What are the “four pillars” of the school? How do the boys “revise”
these pillars? Explain Todd’s reluctance to join the Dead Poets Society. How does Neil help? How
does each meeting of the society begin? Do the boys hold true to the original society from Keating’s
day? Explain your response.


